8年级英语第25课时

《开启人生之旅—面对环境变迁的积极应对》拓展资源
享受阅读，换一个角度看美式问候。
Greeting and sneezing the American way
Hello, I’m Linda from Shanghai. I’m 14 years old. I am a ninth-grader at Walsh Jesuit High School in Cleveland, Ohio, US. I like reading, traveling and music. I’m glad to share my experiences with you.

As an international student in the United States, I have truly felt the cultural differences between China and the United States. So far, the biggest difference to me is how people greet each other.

Now I am staying with my homestay family. Every morning my homestay sister asks me, “Good morning, how are you?”

The first time she said this, I replied, “Everything is good.” But every morning, day after day, she asked me the same question and I used up all the words in my mind.

Then one day I asked my homestay family about this and learned it is just a common greeting in the US. When Americans meet someone they need to talk to, such as a shop assistant, they often greet him or she with, “Hi. How are you?” He or she might reply, “Good, and you?” Then you may ask your question.

Then another time when I was in class, I sneezed (打喷嚏). About half of the class turned to me and said, “Bless you!” I felt strange and did not know what to do next. So I asked a classmate and he told me it is a custom in the US. You don’t need to do anything when others say, “Bless you.”

He told me another funny thing. Once someone in the class sneezed six times continuously (连续地), so the others said “bless you” on and on. Everybody couldn’t stop laughing.

“Have a good day” and “have a nice weekend” can always be heard in the US. I learned it’s not so difficult to understand the greeting customs here. As the saying goes, “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”

What do you think of the passage after you finish reading it?

serious     B. funny      C. boring       
二、课外资源
1. 维基百科If you want to know more information about “homestay”, click here: https://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Homestay.
2. 视频 “Australia Homestay” : https://v.qq.com/x/page/p0513zrbw5r.html
3. 《留学的三万个理由》纪录片: https://v.qq.com/x/cover/r1f7ujehv08umil/k0318xtvpop.html

4. 《做客中国：Homestay China》纪录: http://v.qq.com/detail/s/sdp0010051n7rid.html
